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we can, people to become educated so they
can realize their dreams.

We talked about the neighborhood. She
shared with me her strategy to encourage
there to be peaceful development and pros-
perous development. T assured the Presi-
dent that I'm very interested in her points
of view. I look forward to working with
you. The neighborhood is very important
to the United States of America; it's very
important for our country to be engaged
and working with friends and allies to help
others. And so I've been looking forward
to this meeting for quite a while. We've
got very good relations with Chile, and I
intend to keep them that way.

And Madam President, you're welcome.
I'm really glad you're here.

President Bachelet. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

[At this point, President Bachelet spoke in
Spanish, and no translation was provided. ]

President Bachelet. 1 am very glad to be
here, and as President Bush has said, Chile
and the United States have very good rela-
tionships, and we’ll continue that way. And
we have political, commercial relationships,

and we have been—we really are happy
of how our relations have developed. And
we have talked and shared opinions about
how we can build peace, how can we fight
together against poverty, for social justice,
how we can help strengthen democracy in
the region. And how we also can look at
the issues as energy innovation, education,
health, and so on.

It's for me an honor to be here. And
as I live here as a child and then as an
adult, it’s always for me a wonderful possi-
bility to be in a country where I have
learned to love the American people, where
I learned to—some experiences as how you
can live in a country with difference, with
different cultures, tradition, the different
ethnic groups, and that’s possible, and how
you can integrate. And we want to integrate
more in the region; we want to continue
developing the best relationships with the
United States, with the Government; and
we hope we succeed in this covenant.

Thank you; Mr. President.

President Bush. Thank you, appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House.

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Republic

of Chile
June 8, 2006

Presidents George W. Bush and Michelle
Bachelet underscored the increasingly
strong and close ties that Chile and the
United States enjoy, based on common val-
ues and objectives, including the promotion
of democracy, development, economic
growth, hemispheric integration, trade lib-
eralization, international security, and com-
bating terrorism. They recognized the link
among  development, peace, security,
human rights, and social justice. They re-
affirmed their commitment to further

strengthen the bilateral relationship based
on these principles and to deepen the two
nations’ ongoing strategic dialogue on de-
mocracy and regional development, and
other key shared priorities.

They agreed that Chile and the United
States, like all the peoples of the Americas,
are united by ties, and by common aspira-
tions, expressed in the founding Charter
of the Organization of American States,
which says: “The historic mission of Amer-
ica is to offer man a land of liberty and
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a favorable environment for the develop-
ment of his personality and the realization
of his just aspirations.”

They agreed that the important measure
of governments is whether they are com-
mitted in principle and in practice to the
core conditions of democracy: to govern
justly, to advance economic freedom, and
to invest in their people. They agreed that
a consensus in support of democratic gov-
ernance unites our hemisphere and is en-
shrined in the Inter-American Democratic
Charter, which declares that the people of
our hemisphere have a right to democracy
and that their governments have a responsi-
bility to protect and promote that right,
and that democracy is essential for the so-
cial, political, and economic development
of the people of the Americas.

They agreed that the success of democ-
racy in the Americas has produced in-
creased expectations, and that in free soci-
eties citizens rightly insist that people
should not go hungry, that every child de-
serves the opportunity for a decent edu-
cation, and that hard work and initiative
should be rewarded. The Presidents agreed
that if democracy is to answer popular de-
mands for development, if it is to help re-
duce poverty and inequality, then demo-
cratic institutions must be effective and re-
sponsive; that institutions like political par-
ties, the police, and an independent judici-
ary must be representative of and account-
able to the people; that institutions must
be reformed to fight corruption and to
function transparently; and that every de-
mocracy must have the strength to create
opportunities for improved health and edu-
cation for all of its citizens. For men and
women who are committed to freedom,
who work hard and play by the rules,
democratic governments must eliminate
policies and practices that interfere with
opportunities to rise as high as their talents
will take them. That is how we define social
justice.

The Presidents recognized that the de-
mocracies of the Americas have now forged
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a consensus on the vital link between secu-
rity and prosperity as well as democracy
and prosperity. They agreed that in a hemi-
sphere that is becoming more democratic,
the central security issue in the Americas
is no longer one of state-to-state or mili-
tary-to-military security, but how we face
nontraditional threats such as organized
crime, terrorism, delinquency, gangs, nat-
ural disasters, pandemics, weapons pro-
liferation, and drug trafficking.

The Presidents agreed to work to make
democracy a force for inclusion and em-
powerment, for effective institutions that
will better people’s lives in real ways, espe-
cially for the most disadvantaged and
marginalized, while also recognizing that
political and economic freedoms are not
quick fixes, but are in fact lasting fixes.

They agreed to partner globally through
the U.N. Democracy Fund and the Com-
munity of Democracies to support specific
democracy promotion initiatives, particu-
larly those aimed at improving democratic
governance and strengthening institutions,
promoting civil society participation, and
sharing regional and trans-regional best
practices and experiences. They further
agreed to work together to support efforts
to strengthen the capacity of the OAS and
the Secretary-General to respond effectively
to threats to democracy in the region and
to help countries implement the provisions
of the Charter.

The Presidents also reaffirmed their
commitment to Working to ensure a suc-
cessful and ambitious conclusion of the
Doha Round in the near future. In this
context, President Bachelet welcomed
President Bush’s reaffirmation that the
United States is ready to eliminate all tar-
iffs, subsidies, and other barriers to the free
flow of goods and services as other nations
do the same.

Reaffirming the WTO Agreement on
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Prop-
erty Rights (TRIPS), they acknowledged
that the protection and enforcement of in-
tellectual property rights should contribute
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to the promotion of technological innova-
tion to the mutual advantage of producers
and users of technological knowledge and
in a manner conducive to social and eco-
nomic welfare. The leaders agreed to pro-
mote innovation and technological advance-
ment by providing strong intellectual prop-
erty protection and effective enforcement
of intellectual property rights.

The Presidents acknowledged that eco-
nomic growth and job creation are vital to
reducing poverty and inequality and ad-
vancing human development, and that free
trade is the key and their vision remains
a Free Trade Area of the Americas, in the
world’s largest free trade community. The
Presidents noted the importance of con-
tinuing efforts to promote trade liberaliza-
tion and reaffirmed their commitment to
the FTAA. They also observed that efforts
toward economic and trade integration in
the Americas are important tools for the
promotion of prosperity, stability, and de-
mocracy in the region. They welcomed
agreement by the IMF and World Bank
to provide 100 percent debt relief for the
poorest countries in our hemisphere. In ad-
dition, they agreed that the Inter-American
Development Bank also should act to re-
duce the debt burden on the poorest coun-
tries. Collectively, these actions will ensure

that more resources are available to invest
in health and education.

The Presidents expressed their commit-
ment to ensure that political stability, de-
mocracy, and development take firm root
in Haiti. They welcomed, as hemispheric
partners in this effort to support democ-
racy, the successful outcome of presidential
and legislative elections held in February
and April and expressed support for the
new Government’s efforts to respond to ur-
gent social needs while aiming to achieve
sustainable growth and poverty reduction.

The Presidents noted with satisfaction
the activities of our continuing cooperation
in the areas of economic growth, trade, cul-
tural, people-to-people, and military ex-
changes. The Presidents agreed to inten-
sively explore opportunities for people-to-
people exchanges, including graduate doc-
toral education and English language edu-
cation.

The Presidents reaffirmed their friend-
ship and their commitment to further
strengthening ties between the two nations
to foster freedom, democracy, security, and
prosperity.

NoOTE: The transcript was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 9. An
original was not available for verification of
the content of this joint statement.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Anders Fogh
Rasmussen of Denmark at Camp David, Maryland

June 9, 2006

President Bush. Good day. Welcome to
Camp David. More importantly, welcome
to Camp David to the Prime Minister and
his wife. Mr. Prime Minister, were glad
you're here. Welcome.

The invitation to come to Camp David
is an expression of my high regard for
Prime Minister Rasmussen and our friend-
ship between our two countries. You know,

I think—I was checking back; I think it’s
been over 2 years since we've had a foreign
leader come and visit us here. And thanks
for bringing such good weather. It's impor-
tant to have good weather today, because
the Prime Minister is going to give me
a mountain biking lesson after this news
conference.
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